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Welcome to OCCC’s Visual and Performing Arts Center. This is a state-of-the-art, world-class

facility, and we are excited to host you here for an amazing performance.
If you are a returning subscriber, thank you for your continued patronage and support of the arts in 
Oklahoma City. Consider bringing someone new with you to the next show. If this is your first time 
visiting our facility, welcome to the campus and to the theater.

Since the Visual and Performing Arts Center opened in 2014, we have hosted hundreds of events 
and shows and thousands of patrons. Our students have utilized the industry-leading film and video 
production soundstage, digital video/sound editing labs, vocal and instrumental rehearsal rooms, a digital 
piano/music lab, painting and art production studios, and a host of multimedia classrooms outfitted with 
the latest learning and teaching technology.

OCCC’s mission focuses on student success and community enrichment. Not only is the Visual and 
Performing Arts Center a space for our students to learn and display their talents, but it is also a place  
to expand access to the arts for our community.

The arts are a universal language that can break down cultural barriers and foster respect for others’ 
beliefs and traditions. It is a tool for cultural exchange, education, and a form of expression. We want 
to thank you for your commitment and support for the arts at OCCC.

OCCC is celebrating 50 years of excellence and impact this year, along with 25 years of offering its 
distinguished Performing Arts Series to the community at large and state of Oklahoma. Just like in  
the years past, the 2022-2023 Performing Arts Series features world-class performers and entertainment. 
There is something for everyone. You will find a unique mix of music, dance, and theatrical shows that 
you may not have the opportunity to experience elsewhere.

Finally, I want to thank our generous Performing Arts Series sponsors. For 50 years, OCCC has offered 
unique experiences and opportunities to our students and the community. We invite you to be a part of 
offering these special opportunities. Your donation will ensure we can offer more high-quality learning 
and cultural experiences.

We hope you enjoy the Performing Arts Series and your time on the OCCC campus.

Sincerely,

Dr. Mautra Staley Jones

OKLAHOMA CITY COMMUNITY COLLEGE PRESIDENT
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Welcome to what is sure to be an exciting season as we 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Performing Arts Series. 
Not only are we marking our silver jubilee, but we are also 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of Oklahoma City 
Community College.

The OCCC Performing Arts Series has changed a lot since its start 
in 1998. Back then, the series was named the Cultural Arts Series, and the concerts were held in our small 
theater, the Bruce Owen Theater. The series was established as an initiative to provide the community 
and the college with opportunities to come together to enjoy cultural performances and classical chamber 
music. Over the years, it grew to include diverse programming that offered even more opportunities to 
connect the college with the community.

As a testament to the college’s commitment to the arts and the community it serves, on February 14,  
2014, OCCC opened the beautiful and state-of-the-art Visual and Performing Arts Center Theater.  
In conjunction with the grand opening, the series was rebranded as the OCCC Performing Arts Series  
to better reflect the scope, type and variety of shows the college has come to present.

To celebrate the 25th anniversary, I have curated eight performances that collectively represent some  
of the best and most ambitious programming the college has presented in the series.  

We open our season with nine-time Grammy award-winning artist José Feliciano (September 22).  
His performance will take place during OCCC’s 50th anniversary celebration week and Hispanic 
Heritage Month. The Kyiv City Ballet (October 9) will bring to OCCC the company’s only 
performances in Oklahoma during their premier tour of the United States. The holiday season kicks 
off early this year with Million Dollar Quartet Christmas (November 12) as Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee 
Lewis, Carl Perkins, and Elvis Presley come together to belt out the sounds of the season. The Grammy 
award-winning band Ranky Tanky (December 6) sets soulful songs of South Carolina’s Gullah culture 
to jazz, gospel, funk, and R&B. The group exploded onto the music scene with their second album, Good 
Time, which earned them the 2020 Grammy for Best Regional Roots Music album. 

We open the spring with the Music of the Knights ( January 27), a concert celebration of three 
of Britain’s most legendary songwriters – Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber, Sir Elton John, and Sir Paul 
McCartney. During Black History Month, we will present Step Afrika! (February 28), the only 
professional company dedicated to the tradition of stepping. This art form blends percussive dance  
styles, traditional African dances and contemporary dance moves and was made popular by African-
American fraternities and sororities. Jazz at Lincoln Center Presents Songs We Love (March 23) is a 
journey through the first 50 years of jazz. Come and hear the sounds of iconic singers like Billie Holiday, 
Ella Fitzgerald, and Judy Garland performed by NYC’s best young vocal and instrumental jazz stars.  
The Canadian Brass (April 20) rounds out our series. Known for their joyful performances and 
impressive output (over 130 albums!), the group promises to deliver entertainment, spontaneity,  
virtuosity and, most of all, fun!

Our mission statement is to enrich the lives of students, staff, and our community through meaningful 
and unforgettable cultural arts and arts education experiences. We hope that as you attend each of these 
performances, they are indeed meaningful, memorable and educational.

Sincerely,

Lemuel Bardeguez

DIRECTOR OF CULTURAL PROGRAMS 
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES (PAS) ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
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WHAT CAN
YOU DO WITH
8 WEEK TERMS?
8-week terms help students move faster, focus on fewer
things at once, jump in and out easily, make progress
quickly, and better balance academic progress with all
the other things going on in day-to-day life.

occc.edu/8weeks
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An Evening with José Feliciano
Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month

THURSDAY, SEPTEM BER 22 • 7:30 PM

FELICIANO: A name that is synonymous with MUSIC. 
It is synonymous with an international presence that has influenced popular music 
for more than two generations. José Feliciano is recognized as the first Latino artist 
to effectively cross over into the English music market, opening the doors for other 
artists who now play an important role in the American music industry. 

Referred to as "The Picasso of his Realm," José Feliciano's accomplishments 
are highly celebrated. His nearly 70 albums include over 45 Gold and Platinum 
records, and he has won 19 Grammy nominations, earning nine Grammy Awards, 
including the "LARAS Award for Lifetime Achievement." 
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José Feliciano’s musical career has been immortalized with a Star on Hollywood’s 
Walk of Fame. New York City has honored him by re-naming Public School 155 
in East Harlem, “The José Feliciano Performing Arts School.” The Equestrian 
Order of the Holy Sepulchre, an ancient and prestigious Papal Order of the 
Catholic Church has knighted José at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral and he’s received 
a Doctor of Humane Letters degree from Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, 
Connecticut, for his musical, as well as humanitarian, contributions to the world.
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Guitar Player Magazine has awarded him “Best Pop Guitarist,” placing him in 
their “Gallery of the Greats,” and he’s been voted both “Best Jazz” and “Best Rock 
Guitarist” in the Playboy Magazine reader’s poll, as well. In 1996, José was selected 
to receive Billboard Magazine’s “Lifetime Achievement Award.”

Continuing to be constantly in demand, José has performed for and with some 
of the most important people on Earth. He’s enjoyed playing with many of the 
top symphonic orchestras including the London Symphony, the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic and the Vienna Symphony Orchestra. He’s appeared on major 
television shows worldwide; he has done a number of his own specials and his 
music has been featured on television, in films and on the stage.

José was born blind, to humble beginnings, on September 10, 1945, in Lares, 
Puerto Rico. One of eleven boys, his love affair with music began at the age  
of three when he first accompanied his uncle on a tin cracker can. When he  
was five, his family immigrated to New York City. Young José learned to play  
the concertina at age six, using a handful of records as his teacher. At eight, he
entertained his classmates at PS 57, and at nine, performed at The Puerto Rican 
Theater in the Bronx.

Venturing beyond the accordion, he taught himself to play the guitar with 
undaunted determination and again, with nothing but records as his teacher, 
practicing for as many as 14 hours a day. Exposed to the Rock’n’Roll of the 50’s,
José was then inspired to sing.

At 17, José quit school. His father was not working at the time and he needed to 
help his family. He starting playing in coffee houses in Greenwich Village and for 
his salary — as was customary during that time 
in small clubs — they’d “pass the hat.”  
He played in coffee houses, clubs and cafes 
from Boston to Cleveland to Detroit, Chicago 
and Denver. A music critic from the New York 
Times, reviewing his performance at Gerde’s 
Folk City, referred to him as a “10-fingered 
wizard who romps, runs, rolls, picks and 
reverberates his six strings in an incomparable 
fashion.” He added, “If you want to witness  
the birth of a star, catch Mr. Feliciano before 
he leaves tomorrow night.”
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José’s first major break in the industry, however, happened in the Spanish market 
when, in 1966, after a spectacular performance at the Mar del Plata Festival in 
Argentina, the RCA executives in Buenos Aires encouraged José to stay and 
record an album of Spanish music. “They really didn’t know what to do with me 
in the studio,” José recalls. “So I suggested that we record a number of old  
boleros – songs I’d heard from the time I was a kid.” Feliciano’s interpretation 
of the classic bolero of the time was nothing short of amazing. The first single, 
“Poquita Fe,” was a ‘smash’ hit and “Usted” was even bigger. 

José had taken long-time standards, torch songs from another era, and made 
them brand new. He re-worked and re-fashioned them with his signature 
acoustic guitar style and his vocal inflections of jazz and the American influences 
that he’d acquired during his adolescence. The formula clicked and José quickly 
became a “teen idol,” unable to pass through airports or leave his hotel room 
without a riot.

Three songs that have been milestones for Feliciano are: 

1) “Light My Fire,” which topped the charts globally in 1968 and according  
    to the song’s publisher, is now a “standard” because of José’s interpretation. 

2) “Che Sarà” the 1971 San Remo Music Festival entry that became a mega-     
    success for José throughout Europe, Asia and South America.

3) “Feliz Navidad,” the Christmas song that has become a holiday tradition 
    worldwide, and top iTunes download, while ASCAP has placed it among 
    the 25 Greatest Holiday Songs of  
    the Century!

Additionally, the world enjoys many 
other Feliciano songs, including “Rain,” 
“Chico and the Man,” “California 
Dreamin’,” “Destiny,” “Affirmation,” 
‘The Sound of Vienna,” “Ay Cariño,” 
“Ponte A Cantar,” “Cuando El Amor 
Se Acaba,” “Porque Te Tengo Que 
Olvidar?” and countless others, many  
of which are of his own writing.
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Volunteer with Us!
Do you enjoy the theater and helping people? The Visual and 

Performing Arts Center and Bruce Owen Theaters at Oklahoma City 
Community College use community volunteers for Front of House 

duties associated with an event (e.g. ushers, merchandise sales, 
greeters). Individuals who volunteer to work an event may enjoy 

the concert or performance they work, free of charge.

For more information or to volunteer, 
contact Chuck Riley at 405.682.7576 or criley@occc.edu, 

or visit our Volunteer page: http://bttr.im/iwszn.

2022-2023 Season Performing Arts Series Sponsors

SERI ES SPONSORS COLLECTIVE

Cathy Leichter Trust 

Insurica

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER SPONSORS

SPONSORSHIPS ARE STILL 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL SHOWS.  

PLEASE CALL THE FOUNDATION  
FOR OCCC AT 405.682 .7591 .

PRESENTING
SPONSORS

PRODUCER
SPONSORS

DI RECTOR
SPONSORS

TRANSPORTATION
PARTN ER
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BEN EFACTOR OF TH E SERI ES - $2 ,500 AN D ABOVE

PATRON OF TH E SERI ES - $1 ,000 TO $2 ,999

SUPPORTER OF TH E SERI ES - $250 TO $999

FRI EN D OF TH E SERI ES - $1 TO $249

2022-2023 Season 
Performing Arts Series Donors

Oklahoma City Community College ◊

Joe Leonard ◊

Lemuel Bardeguez ◊
Nels Bentson *
Carl and Linda Bosteels ◊
Ray Cloer *
Mrs. Sam Decker *
W.B. and Lisa Edmonds *

Jennifer Berg-Williams *
Ms. Dana Davis Miller *
Steven Graham *
David and Deborah Greiner *
Marvin Henschel *
Sandra Nissiotis *
Charles Potts ◊

* Denotes donors at the end of the 2021-2022 Season

◊ Denotes donors sponsors for the 2022-2023 Season

Richard and Gayle Parry *

Mari and Arnold Fagin *
Rick and Michelle Hamilton ◊
Karen Lewis *
Bob and Mary Jane Metzinger ◊
Dorothy Pierce ◊
James and Rose Rovick *

Beth Raymond *
Chuck Riley ◊
Tami Ross *
Fred and Carol Selensky *
Weokie Federal Credit Union *
Ben J. Williams ◊

The names on the list were from donations made through Wednesday, September 7, 2022.  Every effort 
has been made to ensure the accuracy of this list.  Please call us at 405-682-7576 with any questions or 
corrections.  OCCC Cultural Programs values the donations of our many supporters and friends and extends 
our deepest gratitude to all.  Donations of $250 and up receive VIP parking and complimentary beverages in 
the Crescendo Club Donor Lounge, in the lobby, before the show or during intermission.  To donate, please 
visit givetooccc.org and select Give Now, then Cultural Programs from the drop-down menu.
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Oklahoma Arts Council
Leading, cultivating, and amplifying the 
transformative power of the arts for all 
Oklahomans and their communities.
 
Go to arts.ok.gov to learn how our grants and 
programs cultivate and support the arts in 
communities and schools across Oklahoma.

The Oklahoma Arts Council is an agency of state government.



OKL AHOMA CIT Y
COMMUNIT Y COLLEGE 14PAGE



2021-2022 PERFORMING
ARTS SERIES15PAGE

COURTESY & SAFET Y POLICY

Thank you for joining us at the Oklahoma City Community College (OCCC) Visual and Performing 
Arts Center; we hope you enjoy your time with us. Please be aware of the following courtesy and safety 
policies which will help ensure you have a wonderful theater experience with us.

• Cellular phones and other electronic devices should be turned off, or put in silent mode, prior to the 
start of each performance. To ensure all patrons enjoy their outing without distractions, we ask that 
you refrain from making and receiving phone calls and from texting during a performance.

• Please be considerate to your fellow patrons and refrain from talking during a performance.

• Photography and video recording of any kind is strictly prohibited; this includes cell phone  
camera use.

• Beverages purchased at the Visual and Performing Arts Center Concession stand may be brought 
into the Visual and Performing Arts Center Theater; food is not allowed.

• The OCCC Visual and Performing Arts Center is an ADA compliant facility; all entries are 
wheelchair accessible. All OCCC parking lots have designated handicap parking spaces which  
are clearly identified and reserved for vehicles displaying a valid handicap parking permit.

• Assistive Listening Devices (ALDs) are available free-of-charge from the Reception Desk located  
in the theater Atrium. A valid driver’s license or photo ID card must be presented to obtain an ALD. 
OCCC Visual and Performing Arts Center uses Listen Technologies LR-42 Stethoscope, and LR-
44 Lanyard / Loop receivers (loop acts as a wireless connection to hearing aids equipped with a “T” 
coil; quality of reception depends on the strength of the “T” coil in the hearing aid).

• Oklahoma City Community College is a smoke-free campus. Use of tobacco products, including 
electronic cigarettes, anywhere on OCCC campus grounds, is strictly prohibited. Violators run the 
risk of being ticketed by OCCC Police Department personnel.

• Please arrive on time to the theater. Some performances have a ‘seating hold’ which will keep you 
from being admitted into the theater if you arrive late. The House Manager will inform the door 
Usher when theater seating is allowed once a performance has started. The theater Atrium has 
seating and monitors which broadcast the production.

• Children and infants are welcome to attend performances at the Visual and Performing Arts 
Center; however, all must have a ticket and be accompanied by an adult. To confirm if a 
performance is appropriate for your child/children, please call the OCCC Box Office at (405) 
682-7579 prior to purchasing tickets. If your child becomes disruptive to other patrons, you will 
be asked to kindly remove him/her from the theater. The theater Atrium has seating and monitors 
which broadcast the production.

• Your safety is of utmost importance to us. In the event of an emergency, please follow  
the instructions of the theater House Manager, Backstage personnel, and Ushers.

OCCC CULTURAL PROGRAMS STAFF
Lemuel Bardeguez, Director

John Farrell, Stage Manager

Andi Gleichman, Assistant Stage Manager

Kimberly Terry, Marketing and Public Relations

Chuck Riley, Events Coordinator

Ben Williams, Box Office Manager
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July 25 - 30

July 11 - 16

June 27 - July 2

Sept. 13 - Oct. 1Apr. 5 - 23

Nov. 24 - Dec. 24
Lyric at the Plaza

Lyric at the Plaza Theatre

SEASON EXTRAS

Lyric’s Summer at the Civic Center

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
LyricTheatreOKC.org     (405) 524-9312

Feb. 16 - Mar. 11
Lyric at the Plaza
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Driven to 
Excellence

Oklahoma City’s Luxury Private Chauffeured Transportation Service

405.733.5466 | www.kingsworldwidetrans.com

Since 1978, Kings Worldwide Transportation has continued to 
provide travelers with professional chauffeured transportation 
services throughout Oklahoma and over 500 cities worldwide.



OKL AHOMA CIT Y
COMMUNIT Y COLLEGE 20PAGE2022-2023 Performing Arts Series

10.9.22 - 2 & 6 PM


