
Oklahoma City Community College 

Faculty Association Meeting 

March 26, 2019, 12:30 – 1:20pm 
 

 

Meeting called to order at 12:34pm 

 

1.  FA Staff Recognition – Angela Cotner, Chair-Elect recognized Claire Echols, 

Academic Advisor, for the great advising assistance she provides for our Health 

Professions faculty and students. 

 

2.  Meeting Minutes Approval – February 26, 2019 

Jennifer Allen put forth a motion to approve the minutes, and Angela Cotner seconded 

this.  The minutes were unanimously approved without edit. 

 

3.  Treasurer’s Report - Mary Ohansi, Treasurer  

 Operating Fund: $8288.34 

 Ray McCullar: $7925.27 

Scholarship: $14119.53, $10,000 of which is for the endowment.  Note this does 

not include the $1665.35 earned from the recent Chili Cook-Off and Silent 

Auction (see item 5 below). 

 73 paid members 

 

Pam Stout put forth a motion to approve the minutes, and this was seconded by Jennifer 

Ball.  The minutes were unanimously approved without edit. 

 

4.  Chair Report: 

a.  Meeting with President Steward:  

-Copyright Guidance – via College Attorney Murray on 4/5/19 @ 12:30.  

-Sick Leave: Regarding the idea of allowing people to donate sick leave, 

as reported previously, President Steward has tasked HR with 

investigating how other state institutions handle this.  Dean of Health 

Professions Bridges indicated in his division meeting that the deans are 

also pursuing this, so it is possible an answer may come sooner than 

anticipated. 

-Chair Newman was unable to meet with President Steward prior to this 

meeting, but plans to meet with him on Thursday, 3/28/19.  

b.  Meeting with Vice-President of Academic Affairs (VPAA) Gardner:   

-Eight Week Classes – Face-to-Face opportunities and email input were 

solicited from the Vice-President.  It was noted this occurred after the 

previous PAC meeting wherein President Steward was informed that 

faculty felt they were having very little input on this major change.    

Chair Newman reported some of notes from the first face-to-face 

meeting which she attended:  

-Film faculty will be quite negatively impacted, and they have a 

great deal of supporting materials from students. 



-Adjunct scheduling/payment issues were discussed with some re-

evaluations of how those hours might be calculated to 

accommodate this change. 

-At other institutions that have tried or are currently using the 8-

week system, some courses, i.e. engineering, health professions, 

etc., were not offered in 8-week format, and/or some courses are 

only offered in the 8-week in hybrid format (in-class and online) 

-VPAA Gardner did acknowledge this might result in an 

enrollment decrease. 

At this point, the members present began discussing the 8-week 

plan.  Some of the points made included: 

-It was asked if the FA can request a task force to investigate this 

issue.  Chair Newman reported that she did raise concerns to 

President Steward and that the response was VPAA Gardner’s call 

for input.   

-During the last Executive Committee Meeting, the Committee 

agreed to wait to see what comes from VPAA Gardner’s meetings 

and then move forward with other requests if the reporting from 

these meetings is found to be unsatisfactory. 

-If rules can be re-evaluated for adjunct teaching loads during these 

winter and spring 8-week terms, why can’t they be re-evaluated 

during this summer? 

-Odessa Study is reported by faculty members in the FA to be 

statistically flawed. 

-Can VPAA Gardner “make his case” to us?  Perhaps at the 5th 

Tuesday in April as opposed to our April meeting? 

-Chair Newman’s next meeting with VPAA Gardner is scheduled 

for Tuesday, 4/2/19                                   

c.  President’s Advisory Council (PAC):  Did not meet in March.   

Next meeting:  Friday, April 26th                 

 

 d.  Executive Committee Updates:                                    

-Faculty Representation        

Executive Committee will continue to collect information about this.                                                                                                                                                           

-Lactation Rooms     

While the campus recently received information about OCCC’s 

compliance regarding lactation rooms, the issue was raised that there is no 

lactation room at the VPAC.  When the rest of the campus is closed during 

VPAC events, nursing mothers are instructed to use the bathrooms in the 

VPAC.  Many faculty members questioned the health issues and potential 

legal issues this might raise.  Chair Newman will revisit this issue with 

Vice-President Switzer later this week.                                  

  e.  Nominations sought for FY2020 Officer Slate 

Chair Newman asked members to consider officer nominations for next 

month’s meeting/elections.            

                      



5. Scholarship Committee – Michelle Cole, George Risinger  

-George Risinger announced Ken Harrelson won the Chili Cook-Off and that the 

Cook-Off, Bake Sale and Silent Auction from March 12 raised $1665.35. 

-He also informed members that the call for student nominations for the Faculty 

Association Scholarship will be coming within the next couple of weeks, which is 

earlier in the semester than in the past. 

 

6. Publications Committee – Scott Carter – not discussed due to lack of time. 

 

7. Announcements/ Other: “Lunch Bunch“ April 18th 11:30 – 1:30pm, room TBA at the 

time of the meeting, but at the time of this posting, it has been confirmed the lunch will 

be held in HP 226 (on the second floor of the Health Professions Center, across from the 

division office). 

This month’s lunch will have a professional development presentation regarding 

social media during this meeting.  The Social Media development opportunity 

will last from 12:30 – 1:20pm. 

 

8. Other 

A member asked how many new faculty hires there might be for the upcoming 

year.  It was noted several slots in SEM have not been filled, and in SS there is 

word that retiring people will not be replaced.  Chair Newman indicated she 

would inquire about this at her next meeting with President Steward. 

 

8. Adjournment – Next meeting April 23, 2019  

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:19pm by unanimous consent. 

 

 


